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Secure Families Initiative submits this comment in opposition to the petition submitted
by America First Legal Foundation to amend the federal voter registration form to
require unnecessary and redundant paperwork, such as a passport requirement, to
prove their citizenship. Secure Families Initiative (SFl) is a nonpartisan organization
representing thousands of proud active-duty military partners and family members living
across the country and stationed abroad. America First Legal’s petition unlawfully
requests the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to impose burdensome barriers on
U.S. citizens just trying to exercise their constitutional right to vote.

Military families reflect America. Military families come from all 54 states and territories,
and the District of Columbia. They come from rural areas, small and large towns, and
cities. They have a variety of educational experiences and backgrounds. They include
members from every ethnic group, religion, and sexual orientation. Nearly 50% of
service members are Black, Indigenous, or a Person of Color; over 50% are under 30
years-old; and 92% of military spouses are women. The military community is a
network of families stationed all over the world. Most active-duty families move every
two or three years. In addition to these moves’ disruption of our established support
networks, changes in our children’s education and social lives, and limits on our
employment and career paths, these moves also impact our ability to vote.

Military families register to vote using multiple methods of registration, including the
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) issued pursuant to the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA). Military families, veterans, caregivers, and
overseas voters deserve secure access to the very democracy we serve to protect —
no matter where we’re stationed or how we serve. This petition undermines this
foundation. These additional mandates fix a problem that doesn’t exist — while
introducing new risks of disenfranchisement.

Military voters already face steep logistical barriers to casting their ballots, especially
when deployed, stationed overseas, and frequently relocating. With these examples in
mind, it may come as no surprise that in 2020, the last presidential election for which the
Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) has reported data to Congress, military
voters were 27% less likely to have voted than their civilian counterparts.’

Military spouses, including members of our organization, move frequently because of
their status as military dependents. The Department of Defense moves families in
active-duty service an average of anywhere between every 12 months to three years.
Moves occur both internationally and within the continental United States. When
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moving, it is common for personal items and sensitive documents, including passports,
even if packed correctly, to be delayed for months and/or lost in transit. This means that
many military service members and their families are likely to lack access to the
documents they would need to comply with the proposed requirements in time to
participate in elections. For example, not all members of SFI possess or have regular
access to passports. Military families stationed in the continental United States away
from their place of residency may not have a passport for the same reasons that
civilians may not possess passports, including that they are expensive, require a
cumbersome application, and are generally not necessary for those traveling
domestically. United States passports cost $130 for the application fee, and a first-time
applicant also pays a $35 execution fee, for a total of $165. Our organization is aware
of SFI members who are stationed within the United States away from their polling
location and have not applied for a passport because of the cost. These members
would likely be unable to register and vote if this requirement goes into effect.

In addition, members of the military who are stationed overseas are able to travel
between the United States and their duty station without a passport; therefore, even if
they have been issued a U.S. passport, military servicemembers may not have their
passport in their possession when registering to vote and/or requesting an absentee
ballot through the FPCA.

Military families and overseas citizens are able to obtain UOCAVA protections by
submitting the FPCA annually, as required by law. Generally, UOCAVA voters must
submit a new FPCA when they move (which happens frequently) or at least every
calendar year. Because these voters must resubmit the FPCA, it follows that they would
need to resubmit required documentation, including proof of citizenship, every time they
submit the FPCA. Even if a voter is able to submit required documentation one year,
they may not be able to do so the next because of the nature of military service
(including having personal effects lost in transit or losing access to the internet or
scanners/copiers upon a move). The proposed requirement doesn’t just impose a
one-time burden on SFI members—it is a burden that recurs annually.

The petition also permits an official military identification card that indicates the
applicant is a citizen of the United States to serve as proof of citizenship. However, the
military identification cards issued both to servicemembers (“Common Access Cards” or
“CACs”) and dependents (“Military Dependent IDs”) do not indicate citizenship status.
Therefore, this is not a viable form of proof of citizenship.

Military and overseas voters already face inherent challenges with voting every time
they move. Before a military or overseas voter can cast a vote, a voter must learn how
to register to vote absentee; complete voter registration in a timely manner; contact the
often understaffed in-person voting assistance office on-base; and hope their mail-in
ballot arrives on time. Only if each one of these precursor steps have been done
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correctly—and many voters face challenges at each stage—can they vote. Military and
overseas voters already go through this logistical obstacle course to vote; requiring
them to provide additional documents to demonstrate citizenship and proof of eligibility
to use the FPCA would only exacerbate the burden.

This petition strives to fix a problem that doesn’t exist — while introducing new risks of
disenfranchisement. Decades of advocacy has resulted in robust laws governing voter
registration, identification, and the transmission of ballots to voters who are active-duty
military and overseas citizens. Each state has a rigorous system of checks and
balances that ensures only eligible U.S. citizens are voting. State Boards of Elections
verify the identity and eligibility of voters by cross-referencing their information (like ID
numbers, signature marching, etc.) against existing databases, well in advance before
Election Day.

The right to vote is a cornerstone of the democracy that we as military families serve to
protect. Every time our right to vote is suppressed, these attacks — as they have always
been in our country’s history — stem from who deserves the right to choose the people
who make decisions that impact our day-to-day lives. Our democracy can only work if
every person has full access to the ballot box, military and civilian alike. We respectfully
urge the Commission to protect the right to vote of military families and reject the
America First Legal petition.



